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Erik Paulson <epaulson@unit1127.com>

One last note
Brian Benford <benford2@wisc.edu> Thu, Apr 30, 2009 at 11:06 PM
To: ALEXANDRIA LINDSAY HARRIS <alharris2@wisc.edu>
Cc: rbartz@wisc.edu, manes@wisc.edu, beemsterboer@wisc.edu, jkkoss@wisc.edu, ajmadsen@wisc.edu,
grsmith4@wisc.edu, smullaney@wisc.edu, tsharpe@wisc.edu, Kurt Gosselin <kgosselin@wisc.edu>, Tyler Junger
<tjunger@wisc.edu>, hoyt@wisc.edu, kziebell@wisc.edu, amjohnson25@wisc.edu, jzinn@wisc.edu,
mwjohnson6@wisc.edu, roitstein@wisc.edu, astitgen@wisc.edu, heywood@wisc.edu, wrigleyfield@wisc.edu,
tobelmann@wisc.edu, epaulson@wisc.edu, cjingram@wisc.edu, kbflores@wisc.edu, JAMES TIMOTHY STARK
<jtstark@wisc.edu>, rsnewman@wisc.edu, aohernandez@wisc.edu, kyang24@wisc.edu

Howdy Folks,

Is this semester over yet?  I hope you are all well and at peace.  I know that I run the risk of turning off people by
adding to the constant stream of e-mails and phone calls going around.  In politics as usual, candidates craft
strategies and messages that will curry favor with voters and other representatives.  I, on the other hand, have
always preferred to speak from the heart; not worrying about political capital or posturing.

In an earlier message to you all, I have stated that we are all products of our realities.  Although my reality might be
different than most, I walk Bascom, climb the same steps, sit in the same classrooms, write the same hideous
papers, take the same daunting exams, and hear and engage in the same conversations that any full-time UW-
Madison student would.  In addition to our shared experience of being students, I work for the Canopy Center,
working with youth and families that have experienced sexual, emotional and physical abuse.  At Canopy, I am
empowered by the many UW-Madison students who unselfishly give their time and passions.  Being a father of four
children, including two young adults, I have the greatest of blessings, opportunities and precedent to sacrifice for
those who are younger than me, and all in our community.

Many of you have been very kind to write and call me to ask about my visions as chair.  I’ve greatly appreciated a
chance to meet and talk with you all.  The questions you’ve asked, and the visions that you have shared have
deeply impressed me.  As I have said to many of you, I believe that a good chair’s main responsibility is to put the
voices and visions of all others before her/his own.  From my heart, I feel it is paramount that the chair is able to
bring the collective body together in a safe, supportive environment to ensure the success of our mission and our
first charge of engaging, educating and advocating for our constituents.  While I indeed have visions for ASM (to be
the best student council in the country, to help the UW to be more welcoming, accessible and affordable to
marginalized folks, a safer campus), I feel that we must first focus our energies into coming together as a body.

Now on to a sensitive matter. I have been deeply disturbed by the reported and actual acts of divisiveness
exhibited in the past by some members of our council.  I believe that I have the advantage of being new to ASM
and I walk into our first meeting with no preconceived or past animosities toward anyone. I am completely
committed to working with all of you and will dedicate the time, my passion, and energies, this, along with all of my
experiences and skills to supporting all of us.

 When I was in my twenties there was a popular saying that stated, trust nobody over thirty.  Although I am guilty
of this transgression, I’m asking for your trust and support to serve as your chair.  Not that this note is enough, I
am enclosing my resume to give you all snapshot of some of my past service.  If I could be of any service to you,
please don’t hesitate to call or write.
Best wishes and care,
Brian Benford
332-3098
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