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Erik Paulson <epaulson@unit1127.com>

Nice to meet you
Brian Benford <benford2@wisc.edu> Mon, Apr 27, 2009 at 4:25 PM
To: epaulson@cs.wisc.edu

Good afternoon Erik,
I've been reflecting on yesterday's retreat as a struggle to get into this dreary Monday morning.  I hope all of you
are doing well.  I wanted to write to thank all the folks who put on the retreat.  I really appreciated the current
leaderships dedication, advice and impressions.  I'm also deeply impressed with the ASM staff, who obviously cares
deeply in our mission and supporting us to be the best reps we can be.  Thank you all.

It was great meeting you all.  Thanks to Chris's icebreaker, I can still see us around the circle and as the names
stuck, so did your movements.  Forgive me if I see you on campus and prior to saying hello, I proceed with some
hand gesture, jump, shimmy or other nonverbal cue such as rubbing my belly and head at the same time.  As I said
yesterday and in my previous letter to you all, I am extremely impressed by your talents, intelligence, passion and
the desire to serve others.  I am indeed empowered by you all and look forward to working with you to make ASM
the best student government in the country.

I know that we all have lots of work to do over the next few weeks with this semester ending, and the subsequent
workload that comes with the end of classes.  We will all be shortly engaged in our service to ASM which with any
new group, can be challenging to say the least.  After much internal debate, I want to offer my skills and
experiences to us all by announcing my desire to serve as Chairperson.  As I have mentioned before, I have over
25 years of experience bringing diverse folks together to improve ourselves and the community.  This goes well
beyond  politics, as I have facilitated many types of groups including serving as a founder and the first coordinator
of the Grassroots Leadership College.  In addition to my service to the City of Madison, I have chaired and served
as president for countless boards and committees.

Yes, being the "old man" on the council will give me a different perspective from most, if not all of you .  We are
indeed all products of our realities but our common desire to serve gives us  tremendous collective abilities and
potential.  I believe in my heart and soul that with your support for the the chair position, I can help to support and
nurture all of us to engage, educate and empower our constituents to make our campus and communities better.  In
closing I want you all to know how excited I am to be on this journey with you.  Please don't hesitate to write or call
me if you have any questions or if you are willing to offer your support.  My phone number is 332-3098.
Best wishes and care,
Brian "old man" Benford


