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Dear Fellow Council Members, 

I hope this note finds you all well and surviving this semester.  Hang on, it’s almost over.  I wanted to pause
from my crazy, busy day to write and express my sincere desire in working with you all over the next year.  

I have the dubious distinction of being the “old man” on the council as I am no doubt older than many of
your parents.  I have four children, ages, 22,19,15 and 14.  My journey to public service has been a long and
rewarding one starting during the 1960’s civil rights movement.  I have no illusions that I’m some wise man
sitting on the mountaintop, possessing the wisdom of the ancients.  I’ve learned long ago that age is not a
prerequisite for wisdom as I’ve observed many old fools running around.  What I am most cognizant of is, I
am daily, deeply impressed with the unlimited potential, intelligence and talent that I witness on the UW
campus as I tread between classes and meetings.  

We are all products of our realities.  All of us have come together with the desire to serve for many reasons. 
When I was elected to the City of Madison Common Council in 2003, my main focus was to provide a voice
for folks who were underrepresented.  In my district, I had the charge of providing a voice for the dye in the
wool republicans living on the north side to the tofu eating, Prius driving anarchists on the eastside.  I felt
that it behooved me to make public policy accessible to all.  I did this by creating opportunities for diverse
folks to come together to identify commonalities, build coalitions and to develop capacity for affecting
positive change in their neighborhoods and in the city. During my two terms on the city council, I had
hundreds of opportunities to successfully bring folks together to improve our lives, our families and the
community at large. 

I’m very proud and humbled by my past, and continued service.  I’m hoping that I can lend my services and
skills to improve our campus and community.  Not to sound corny, but I would argue that in the history of
the UW-Madison, there has never been a more important time to serve.  We face unprecedented times with
wars, global recessions, poverty, ecological threats and countless other atrocities we read about daily.  I
believe that if we all remember our charges to engage, educate and empower our constituents, all students,
we can lay the foundation this year to make ASM, the UW-Madison, Wisconsin and all of our communities
better.   

I can’t wait to meet you all.  Best wishes and care.

Brian Benford

benford2@wisc.edu
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