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Central Library Vision

ÅExisting Facility

ÅMeaning to Community

ÅImportance to All of Us

ÅLibrary Board Perspective



Central Library Vision

Existing Facility

ÅñDo Nothingò ïnot an option

ÅProperty has deteriorated ïpoor condition

Å50 year old facility with little facility investment

Å2 floors underground ïlittle to no natural light - canôt be changed

ÅLibrary Boardôs focus has been on branches



Central Library Vision

Library Branch Redevelopment Since 2000
ÅAlicia Ashman Branch: 733 North High Point Road (new branch in 2000) ï11,289 sq. ft. 

ÅHawthorne Branch: 2707 East Washington Avenue (expansion/renovation in 2000) ï10,060 sq. ft.

Å Lakeview Branch: 2845 North Sherman Avenue (expansion/renovation in 2003) ï9,355 sq. ft.

ÅMeadowridge Branch: 5740 Raymond Road (refurbished in 2004) ï5,940 sq. ft. 

ÅMonroe Street Branch: 1705 Monroe Street (refurbishing to be complete fall of 2009) ï2,300 sq. ft. 

ÅPinney Branch: 204 Cottage Grove Road (refurbished in 2007) ï11,200 sq. ft. 

ÅSequoya Branch: 4340 Tokay Boulevard  (completely new facility 2008) ï19,500 sq. ft. 

ÅSouth Madison Branch: 2222 South Park Street (completely new facility 20) ï12,020 sq. ft.



Central Library Vision

Madison Central Library Functions

ÅHub and spoke business model

ÅBranch support provided by Central

ÅMaximizes space at branches

ÅMaximizes operational efficiency throughout system

ÅMore specifics later in presentation



Central Library Vision

Library Board Perspective

ÅCreate a central facility that continues to provide critical branch 

support and administration for existing and future branches

ÅCreate significantly more public space to:

ÅBrowse our significant collection

ÅMeet

ÅStudy

ÅUse computers

ÅParticipate in active programming



Central Library Vision

Library Board Perspective

ÅExisting facility has approximately 95,000 sq ft of usable space

Å40% is open to the public

Å60% is inaccessible ïcan only be used as administrative space

ÅNew facility would provide 70% public space & 30% support



Central Library Vision

Why Focus on Public Space

ÅPublic spaces are the future of library use

ÅPublic spaces are what customers are asking for

ÅExpanded public spaces provide the following:

ÅIncreases access to library collections including archives & unique local materials

ÅAllows for more computers with internet access, software & staff assistance

ÅProvides more community spaces ïart exhibits, education & recreation programs

ÅCreates dedicated ñquietò & ñbusyò spaces ïgroup projects, tutoring, quiet reading

ÅAllows dedicated collection & programming areas for youth, teens and families

ÅProvides much needed meeting space for community organizations

ÅPublic spaces creates a destination



How Best to Achieve Objective

ÅSurplus Committee & Library Board unanimously recommended 

Fiore-Irgens proposal

ÅWe acknowledge the price tag is significant and a challenge

Central Library Vision



Can the City Commit to the Large Expenditure in these Difficult 
Economic Times?

ÅThe current economic situation is temporary

ÅThe decision on a new Central Library is a 50 year decision

ÅThe decision symbolizes what Madison stands for

ÅIt announces that literacy, learning, and public access to information 

is a priority in the City of Madison

ÅIf the future economy depends on the rise of the ñcreative classò, 

what better way to encourage that creativity than with a significant 

commitment to a new state of the art central library.

Central Library Vision



Centralôs Role in MPL System

ÅThe Central Library serves as a branch library for people 
who live and work in the Isthmus area.

ÅCentral also provides support operations for all of Madison 
Public Libraryôs branches as well as South Central Library 
System.
ÅLibrary Administration: staffing, budgeting, payroll, communications, development

ÅCataloging for all books, media and digital content purchased by libraries in the SCLS

ÅSystem and Statewide Interlibrary loan services

ÅWeb services: create, update and maintain Libraryôs Internet web site

ÅMaintenance services and technology support

ÅHome Services and Readmobile



Library Usage

Items Loaned to Other Libraries (Statewide):

2007 2008

Total items loaned by all 

Madison Libraries 1,234,053   1,258,464   

Total items loaned by 

Central  416,275      437,750      

% from Central 33.7% 34.8%

Central Library Usage

2003 2008 % Change

Circulation 780,568    886,342     13.6%

Visits 423,966    459,775     8.4%

Internet Use 43,289      135,882     213.9%



Our Team



Future Role of Libraries

ÅEncourages variable, collaborative and social nature of learning

ÅParticipants of a broader ñfabricò of learning infrastructure

ÅReal & iconic center of a communityôs culture, recreation & education

ÅPurveyor and cataloguer of digital resources

ÅInformation portal/qualifier 

ÅBooks

ÅñLife Long Learningò

ÅSocial & gathering place



How the Central Library will be Different

ÅMeet current codes

ÅWelcoming

ÅGreatly improved systems

ÅñGreenò: Community statement

ÅMore lively, more active

ÅGreater space for collaboration

ÅImproved access to materials and services

ÅImproved access to programs/events

ÅFunctional

ÅFlexible/more adaptable

ÅEasier to staff



Comparative Analysis: ServicePopulation



Comparative Analysis:Services



Comparative Analysis: Salt Lake City, Utah


